LOS ANGELES TIMES

-6-19

LOS ANGELES TIMES EDITORIALS

KATHRYN M. DOWNING, Publisher
MICHAEL PARKS, Editor
JANET CLAYTON, Editor of the Editorial Pages

Facing Up to Climate Shift

ew issues confronting policymakers

seem harder to get a handle on than

global warming. Many scientists defi-
nitely link hurricanes, floods, droughts and
other natural disasters to climatic change.
But many environmental activists base their
predictions of dire calamity on speculative
science and advocate politically unrealistic
solutions. ,

Sacramento is not about to ban construc-
tion in Malibu, even though environmental-
ists say development will
provide kindling for the
fires that increasingly hot
and dry winds will bring. -
Nor is Washington likely
to eliminate popular agri-
cultural subsidies even
though their absence
might encourage farmers
to plant fewer water-inten-
sive crops. What, then, isa
realistic path? o

In recent months clima-
tologists have. come to .
agree that global warming
is a certainty and that gov-
ernment should take eco-
pomical steps to prepare
for it. 'The most recent evi-
dence is a two-year study of climate change
in California released Thursday by the
Union of Concerned Scientists and the Eco-
logical Society of America. The study con-
cludes that over the next half-century tem-
peratures in the state could rise as much as
six degrees on average during the winter,
leading to ecological changes like increased
winter flooding and decreased summer
stream flows. ‘

Since even a small temperature rise would
significantly alter the state’s ecology, study-
ing adaptation makes sense. Natural re-
| source experts like Peter H. Gleick, presi-

dent of the Pacific Institute for Studies in

Development, Environment and Security, a

Califomia invader: Yellow ‘star
thistle may foreshadow prob-
lems related to global warming.  the Central Valley that the

. cooler’

Berkeley think tank, point out that most
state agencies haven't even begun to think
about the issue. Gleick suggests starting
with Cal-Fed, the state/federal water-use
planning group, and state water agencies.
They should begin factoring global warming
predictions into their computer moileling,
Gleick says. These plans would help hy-
drologists decide, for instance, how much
water to keep in California’s dam system to

prevent flooding.
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subsidies that encourage
housing development in
flood plains, like the current
building boom along the
- Sacramento River. Califor-
nia’s land-use planning has
been infamously short-
sighted, but there are some
sparks of change out there.
Former Modesto Mayor
Carol Whiteside, for in-
stance, is expanding a think
tank called the Great{Valley
Center that applies the kind
of longrange planning to

. ‘state Coastal Commission
developed for the shoreline.

Meanwhile, ecologists at the state Depart- .

ment of Parks and Recreation are seeking
ways.to control invasive, nonnative plants
like the iyellow star thistle, which crowds
out®yalgable native plants from new terri-
tory, prege?etmg them from moving into
te areas. -

pa (;c% '1_6_‘ f hlstciz;lxcal fﬁa;lures to antici-
2t 3l problems have been expen-
sive. T this day, for instance, the excessive

recovery, of underground water early in this
century mikes some agricultural lands too
salty {o plant. Ecologically and economi-
cally, planning for climate change makes
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